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Interpreting the Versicles

In a nutshell, the basic concept of the Acclamation Versicle is:

Chord | Recite | Chord | Recite | Chord | Sing, and continue on.

The cantor should observe the commas, and make a definite pause. This provides for a more relaxed
recitation and offers the congregation time to digest the meaning. Each Versicle will be different in length,
but the object is to give the illusion of a fixed metered Verse-Section of the song. The instrumentalist must
provide a solid cue to the cantor for the each phrase, and the cantor must listen carefully for that cue. The
order of technique in the Versicle section is:

1.

Instrumentalist: Play the first chord:
a. Use arolled chord.
b. Add quarter-note bass notes for a metered pulse, understanding that you may not play a
complete measure when it comes time to change.

Cantor: Recite first phrase.
a.  Wait for the first chord to sound. Take your time and recite slowly and clearly.
b.  When you have finished the first phrase, stop.

Instrumentalist: Play the second chord:
a. No matter how many quarter bass notes you have played in the previous phrase, or that it
seems like an incomplete measure, change to the next chord, and continue the bass note
pulse.

Cantor: Recite the second phrase.
a.  Wait for the second chord to sound before beginning to recite the second phrase. When
you have finished the second phrase, stop.

Instrumentalist: Play cadence chord when the second phrase is complete.

Instrumentalist and Cantor: Continue on with the notated music.

Creating your own Versicles

A unique feature of the Unity Mass’ Gospel Acclamations is that they are “living acclamations”; ones that
dynamically change to provide a direct relationship to the gospel. To achieve this relationship, the
Versicles should be changed to correspond with the gospel for that week. To do this, follow these steps:

1.

3.

Utilize the Lectionary or any other resource that has a Versicle for each gospel.

Locate the Gospel Versicle for a particular week.

Be certain the Versicle is in a two-phrase form. Most already are, and need no tweaking, but if
not, combine phrases to produce a two phrase Versicle. Additional commas may also be added to
improve audibility. For example, here is one from the 3™ Sunday in Advent A, before and after:

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me
to bring glad tidings to the poor.

Phrase 1: The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
Phrase 2: because he has anointed me, to bring glad tidings to the poor.
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Recited by the Congregation and led by the Cantor;
Wait for the first chord on the piano

Cantor

Piano

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,

The Unity Mass

we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,

Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:

have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,

with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father.
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Praise To You, Lord Jesus Christ
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\ Cycle C - Versicles: Recited with animation and expression \

The Unity Mass
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If today you hear his voice,

1. One does not live on bread alone,

2. From the shining cloud the Father's voice is heard:

3. Repent, says the Lord;

4. 1 will get up and go to my Father, and shall say to him:
5. Even now, says the Lord, return to me with your whole heart;
Palm Sunday & Good Friday:
Christ became obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.
Holy Thursday:
I give you a new commandment, says the Lord:
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4. Father, 1 have sinned against heaven, and against you.
5. for I am gracious, and merciful.
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and bestowed on him the name, which is above every name.
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Love one another, as I have loved you.
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Versicles: Recited with animation and expression The Unity Mass 15
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Dying You Destroyed Our Death
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